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SKILLS TRANSFER
Our new Skills Transfer Programme was launched early in the year and has proved to be a great
success. The intention has been to provide training for out-of-school, out-of-work youth in
disciplines which can lead to employment and
income generation and our new building provided
us with the space to expand to these new activities.
A six-month intensive Bricklaying Course was joined
by 9 young men and has just concluded with all 9
being formally accredited and awarded certificates
of competence.
Training took place on site at our Centre under the
supervision of facilitator Johne Benn. We were able
to take advantage of a kind offer from local builder Lando Esau to allow our trainees to gain handson experience on his building sites.
An ongoing Carpentry Workshop has also been established under the supervision of staff member
Herman Witbooi. The 5 participants have
concentrated on the construction of furniture from
pallet wood and have made coffee and kitchen tables,
bed frames, cupboards
and garden benches.
These items have been
offered for sale at a
monthly village market
with two thirds of the
profits coming to Net
vir Pret to replenish supplies and one-third going to the carpenters.
Along the way the workshop was approached by a local resident who
needed repairs to a large Indonesian dining table made of inlaid teak
wood which had been
left outside and exposed
to sun and rain for some
time. Our group took on the task, transforming the
beautiful table so completely that the owner could not
believe what had been achieved.
The 5 participants in the Textile Workshop (all female)
have concentrated on the design and production of tie-

dyed cushion covers. Under the direction of staff member Clarisa Jonas and with the expert advice
of Michelle Berry who comes in once a week to guide, the group meet on mornings three times a
week. Their work is of high quality and is also being offered for sale at the Sunday market mentioned
above and also at a local craft shop with the same arrangements in place for proceeds from sales.
Training in Information Technology started in January and takes the form of a 15 hour course spread
over 5 days. Developed by Dell, the Digital Citizen Plus IT Course introduces participants to basics.
There's a short test at the end and successful participants are awarded a Certificate of Competence.
There have been 27 participants this year so far, 22 of whom are female.
The Baking Class started in April and the 7 participants meet on Friday mornings when the Net vir
Pret chef Fabian
Krause instructs
them in making
Roosterbrood
(bread baked on
an open fire),
samoosas
(baked pastry
with a savoury
filling) and other
delicacies, which
they are able to offer for sale.

The Pottery Studio, previously housed in a small, dark storeroom under our old building, now has
one of the spaces in the new building and the 12 young participants, all
still at school, come in every afternoon where under the tuition of Jean
Bittkau, they are producing hand-built plates, mugs, bowls and other
attractive items. This work is also offered for sale at the Sunday market.

The Photography Workshop, led by local volunteer Graham Abbot, is a
new venture, set up in May with 9 participants, meeting on Wednesday
afternoons with projects performed over weekends.
They have been photographing homes in the township with a view to
producing a 2023 calendar and they are working on a Photo Voice Project
which will be presented at the Barrydale Analog Photographic Festival in
December. They also documented Plant a Tree With Us - an initiative
driven by volunteers from Cape Town which saw Net vir Pret help with the
the planting of 500 donated trees in our dry and dusty township.

THE MUSIC PROGRAMME
Our choir and young musicians have been entertaining the
crowds at several events in recent months, most notably at
a function organised by Bikers with a Purpose at the Karoo
Daisy Restaurant where they were joined by our Riel
Dancers.
They also performed at a concert hosted by the local Karoo
Art Hotel and most recently at the Silver Mountain Music
Festival at the Grootvadersbosch Conservancy. Our Riel
Dancers were also there and can be seen in performance
at this link. https://youtu.be/1kInCDo-fNc

We had been commissioned by the Conservancy to
build and perform a Secretary Bird Giant Puppet.
Herman Witbooi took on the job and the Bird made
its first appearance at the recent Festival
manipulated by Daylon Pienaar to much acclaim.
The Bird was joined by a Net vir Pret team
manipulating the RedFin Fish puppet built for the
Festival in 2019.

THE SPRING HOLIDAY SCHOOL
The October Holiday School was run for 5 days at the BF Oosthuizen
Primary School and took 150 youngsters on a learning journey which
focused on food and how to eat in a way that helps us grow well and
thrive.
The aim was to learn to identify healthy fresh, natural, whole foods that
keep us healthy now and when we grow older. We learned that we need
many different coloured foods to help nourish different parts of our
body.
We also learned that some things we eat can harm us and make us sick
now or when we get older. We called them non-foods because although
they look and taste nice, they contain lots of sugar, salt, bad fats
and harmful preservatives that can hurt us. Everyone was
challenged not to eat any unhealthy nonfoods for the whole week.
Each day there was one focused learning session. On Monday
youngsters went on a veld walk identifying plants and then on
Tuesday there were activities based on what we had learned. On

Wednesday we visited local food gardens and on Thursday had activities based on what we learned
at the gardens. On Friday children cooked wild foods with their elders guiding them and prepared an
exhibition of the
activities they had
done during the
week.
Older children had
a fun activity in
which groups
planned how they
would spend R500
on the monthly shopping for one family. They then discussed how they could get more nutritious
food, for example, by replacing fizzy drinks with flavoured water they had learned to make
themselves.
The cooking day was the
greatest fun. Each grouped
cooked something different
with an indigenous plant in
a three-legged pot on the
fire: stinging nettle,
amaranth, spekboom,
malva, rooibessiebrak
leaves. Garlic buchu bread cooked on the open fire, was the favourite. All the children and adults
enjoyed tasting one of the dishes and there was not a drop left
over.
The event was planned and run
with the inspired guidance of
volunteer Norma Rudolph,
recently returned to South Africa
from Finland and in partnership
with the Barrydale Hospice with
Gillian Parenzee joining and
playing an important part for the week.

THE LIFE AND TIMES OF DUKE THE ZEBRA
Covid restrictions prevented us from mounting our annual
Giant Puppet Show in 2020 and 2021 but we are already deep
into rehearsals for this year’s Show – the Life and Times of
Duke the Zebra. Staff and Interns have spent many months
deciding on the theme, shaping the story and scripting.

Directed by our Senior Youth Worker Sudonia Kouter, the central character is a young Zebra who
has been torn from his parents and siblings and thrust into the Barrydale Zoo where he is tormented
by a nasty Ostrich who mocks his appearance.
The zoo keeper is a single parent who has a drinking problem and his young son has to bear the
brunt of his moods. The boy
bonds with the Zebra and
discovers that the Zoo is a front
for a syndicate dealing in illicit
trafficking of wild animals.
Herman Witbooi, guided by
Vivienne Eisch, has built the
new puppet and he is also
reviving puppets from past
Shows to stock the Zoo. Music
tutor Charl Koch and his
students are devising original lyrics to accompany the action.
The Show will be presented in the amphitheatre of the BF Oosthuizen Primary School on the
evening of 18th December.

FUNDING
Secure and regular funding from loyal trusts, foundations and private sources brings in R2m annually
providing we can demonstrate cost efficiency and high quality delivery of our mission.
However, a further R500,000 has to be raised annually from other sources. This is proving to be
unexpectedly difficult in the current year. Approaches to the National Lotteries Commission, the
National Arts Council, the provincial Department of Cultural Affairs and Sport, the national
Department of Sport, Arts and Culture, the Environmental Justice Fund, the Goethe Institute and
the African Culture Network have all been declined.
All contributions would be gratefully acknowledged and Section 18A tax certificates issued.
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